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Several Papers on The Philosophy of the Com- 
position of Verbs with Prepositions in Greek 
—as Illustrated by the Greek of Thucydides 

FIFTH PAPER 

Objections Refuted 

I It may be urged that /Ja/Uw, although not ex- 
pressing pure motion as we have defined it, inasmuch 
as the character of the motion is designated, never- 
theless has a larger range of prepositions than any 
other verb including any of those instanced as verbs 
of relatively pure motion. That is to say, pd?.?M 
heads the list with a range of 16 prepositions, no 
other single verb tS Thucydides having more than 14. 
"Iiri is the only preposition out of the 17 proper prose 
prepositions with which it does not combine. But 
both a/ijii and i™ are in its Homeric range. On the 
other hand, dpi has a range of only 12, ipx°f"ii (i?£clv) 
13, and /iaivo 13. In reply, there are three considera- 
tions that must not be overlooked: (1) Not one of 
the verbs elfu, ipxo/uu (eWelv) and paiva. has in its sim- 
ple form a complete tense-system, and hence they 
supply each other's deficiencies. Take the three verbs 
as one, however, and the range of prepositions in- 
creases to 15. (2) The absence of avrl from the 
range of £*/«, lpx°P" (caOcIv) and Paivu is significant. 
It is due to the intense feeling of avri. This con- 
sciousness of avrl shows itself in other ways to be 
noticed later on. Its sensitiveness is so marked as to 
attract a verb of more feeling or color than mere 
motion, and hence it is found with verbs like 
ayuvi^o/iat, ehrov, lem/it, raaau, etc. This community of 
feeling between verb and preposition we shall have 
occasion to notice again in still other manifestations. 
That the feeling of avrl in composition is stronger 
than that of any other preposition, appears in dipro- 
thetics and triprothetics. Its range of diprothetics 
relative to its whole combinable range is greater than 
that of any other preposition and it is first element 
in 5 out of 9 triprothetics. (3) pd/i?.u is a military 
term. Thucydides is a military history. Every 



possible turn to perhaps the most comprehensive mili- 
tary term in the whole range of the language, would 
most naturally be necessary, owing to the military 
character of the department. This would account for 
the large prepositional range of pdXhu in Thucydides. 
In Homer on the other hand, where the department 
is the same, its range is limited to 14, including the 
poetic tyfii, while Paivu alone has a range of 15, which 
increases to 17, counting a/npi, in connection with 
IpXOftai (iWclv) and *</«, avrl still being the missing 
link. This influence of department manifests itself 
again in a negative way in Demosthenes, where $6X/>u 
stands 15 (elop&Ma the most military of all military 
terms, naturally being missing), while the nut-ipxoiuu- 
and Paivu- combination stands 16. 

II Another objection of very much the same sort 
might be raised from the fact that ypdfu in the verbs 
of speech, has a range of 9 prepositions, which is 
larger than that of any of the verbs cited as express- 
ing relatively pure speech, ayopevu, elirov or ?iyu. 
True, ayopevu has a range of but 4, elirov 7, and **?<•> 
5. But here again, as in the case of verbs of rela- 
tively pure physical motion, no one of the verbs 
makes a complete system of Attic tenses. Taken 
collectively they have a range of 10 prepositions. 
YpaijHj had the advantage in that it started life as a 
verb of actual motion. Its later legal sphere was 
again in its favor. That ypd^u should get the better 
of the verbs most nearly colorless in the orators, is 
what would be expected from the legal technique 
employed in that department. Accordingly, in De- 
mosthenes, the proportion is 13 for ypdtpu, as against 
8 for the group ayopeia, tlitov and Myu. 

Ill A third objection may be found in the narrow 
range of prepositions of the verbs luviojiai and otcXau, 
in which tbie notion of motion clearly predom- 
inates. Here again the community of feeling be- 
tween verb and preposition comes into play, espe- 
cially in the case of Imfo/tai. In invco/uu, "arrive", 
the point of view of the motion is "whence". The 
notion is not so much "Come to", as "come from 

to". Hence and is the preposition for which 

iKviopai has the strongest affinity. But the addition 
of axd did not create any modification in the idea 
of the verb. The notion was still "arrive", the point 
of view of the motion being simply reinforced. 
Now began a race between Uvtofiat and a<piKv(o/iac in 
which tyucvio/Acii was the winner, debarring its rival 
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entirely from the track of prose. The problem 
which the language then had to solve had changed 
from defining the direction of invfo/iai to defining 
the direction of afucviopai, that is, from defining the 
direction of a simple, to defining the direction of a 
compound. But the language does not take so 
kindly to diprothetic composition as to monopro- 
thetic, and although attempt was made even here 
toward diprothetic composition, of which occa- 
sional evidence remains (eioa$ua>io/uu Od 12 40; 8 
times in Homer; «y>o- and ■xpooaQtKv&oiuu, see Table 
II*), yet it preferred in this case to show the direc- 
tion by prepositions in the simple form. The com- 
bination afyiKviopai made the loss of color of arb 
merely a matter of time. Thus in &<piKvlo/uu the 
compound has usurped the place of the simple, the 
preposition ax& having come in to the exclusion (or 
nearly so) of other prepositions, though a few cases 
exist of iicvlo/tai in composition with tt&, ex (one 
each in Thuc), with Si&, (k and «ard (Horn) and e*i 
(Dem). 

The case of <rrt?Mt is of the same kind with the 
additional circumstance that the official character 
of ortliAu gives it a much narrower range of prepo- 
sitions (see Table I). When otOHu fails, -ifazu 
supplies the deficiencies. 

Additional evidence for the truth of our main 
thesis is derived from a consideration of the dipro- 
thetics and triprothetics. Here as in monoprothetic 
composition, where there exists most mobility, there 
exists also most modification. The more nearly the 
idea of the simple verb approaches pure motion, the 
wider its range of diprothetic combinations. Pur- 
suing the same method as in monoprothetics, we 
find that, with reference to range of diprothetic 
combinations, the verbs run as follows: 



5 
4 
4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 



For further particulars see Table II*. 

The el/ii — epxopat (iTiBelv) — jiaivu — combination gives 
us here a remarkable range of 22 prepositional 
doublets. The prominence of lorq/ti in this con- 
nection is interesting. The large number of com- 
binations possible with "ustii(u is due to the predom- 
inance of Kari and avh as_ second elements in its 
diprothetics. The modification produced in the mo- 
tion of iarri/u by Kara and ava in composition with 
it, is not so much a change in its direction as a 
reinforcement and an extension of it, from opposite 
points of view. "Up" and "down", like "high" 
and "deep", are the same idea logically, but from 
exactly opposite points of view. So the diprothetic 
compounds of lartific which have Kara or avfr as sec- 

* Table II of the original four tables : see footnote in Second Paper, 
No 43. 



USTJIfU 


13 


X<Jpi;u 


tl/il 


ri 


Titiiru 


IpXOfiai (M0«w) 


10 


orkXku 


ayu 


9 


*aMoiuj 


fiaivo 


9 


Ptp&tu 


fiaXXu 


8 


yiyvkaxu 


alpeo 


6 


diiu/u 


ixa 


6 


e^o/tai 


rifiai 


6 


bXkv/u 


ntea 


6 


TiBlj/U 


Xa/ifiava 


5 


(pcpu 


irtyiro) 


5 





ond element, give, in feeling, practically a monopro- 
thetic resultant. In this same way /ec(%(u aston- 
ishes us with a range of 6 combinations, although 
both a usurpation and an exclusive in its monopro- 
thetic form. The explanation, however, is easy, as 
the diprothetics of VI""- are practically monoprothetic 
in feeling, owing to loss of color in Kara, the second 
element in composition. 

In the case of triprothetics, 7 in all, the range of 
verbs is too narrow for valuable results from com- 
parison, but so far as they go, they fall into line 
with the views advanced in this paper. Four of 
them, iya, el/", lpx"l"u (eMelv), Umi/u, all in the fore- 
ground as verbs of motion, will also be remembered 
as the most prominent diprothetics and among the 
most prominent monoprothetics. It is a curious fact 
that the remaining three, itovva, aeiu and eipiaxu, in 
which the idea of motion is by no means secondary, 
are not found among the diprothetics of Thucydi- 
des. The discussion of these verbs in their tripro- 
thetic relation belongs to the airaf Aprtjuva of Thu- 
cydides, a treatment of which is not germane to 
this investigation. DHH 
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